Background: The adoption of primary health care in Nigeria has led to the expansion of health care delivery frontiers especially at the rural level. At this level is the most critical health services delivery point, with an attendant increase in contact between primary health care providers and patients. There is however also a simultaneous increased exposure to occupational and related health risks and hazards. Methods: The objectives of this study were to assess the universal precaution profile of primary health care facilities and determine those factors that inform their prevailing safety status. Using a structured checklist, 23 representative primary health care facilities from the 23 local government areas in Sokoto State were randomly selected for the study, one from each of the local government areas.
Introduction
Infections within the health care facilities are important in terms of the safety and wellbeing of patients and health care workers, and due to the enormous resources expended on avoidable infections. Their control thus remains a high priority globally. In the United Kingdom, they constitute a significant drain in terms of human and financial resources (1-3).
Interaction between patients and health care These encourage infection transmission and militate against their effective control. Safety materials such as gloves, gowns and masks are often in short supply, and with these is the general scarcity of disinfectants and hand washing facilities (7, 8) .
In developing countries, Nigeria inclusive, primary health care facilities constitute major sites for health service delivery to the vast majority of the population. This is due to the adoption of primary health care as the mainstay of health care delivery in Nigeria with a resultant expansion of health care delivery frontiers and interface of patient-health care worker interaction. Nigeria has its own national policy (23) 
Results
Teaching and supporting appropriate hand washing was the commonest safety measure in place, this being implemented in 65.23%of the primary health care facilities ( 
Discussion
The study showed that the facilities vary in the 
